
 

19 September 2015 
 
Cycling Strategy Consultation 
Transportation Section 
Housing and Environment Department  
Wandsworth Council 
2 Adelaide Road 
London SW18 1DA. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Wandsworth consultation on cycle strategy 2015 – Putney Society response 
 
The Putney Society welcomes Wandsworth’s new draft cycle strategy (2015), and supports 
the council’s ambition to normalise cycling as an everyday travel choice.  Overall, we think 
that the strategy sets out a strong vision for improving cycling in the borough.  But, given 
Wandsworth’s high scores for cycling propensity, we think the strategy would be 
strengthened by: 

 More ambitious, but feasible, borough targets for cycling uptake 

 Clearer and more rapid timeframe for testing and implementing infrastructure 
improvements.  

 
The strategy rightly highlights the importance of active travel for Wandsworth in improving 
physical activity, reducing traffic congestion and improving air quality.  With less than one-
third of borough residents sufficiently active to benefit their health, and high levels of NOx 
air pollution on Putney High Street, this strategy to improve cycling uptake and safety is very 
important and timely.  
 
We support the proposed actions to help address barriers to cycling (Table 4.2), including: 

 Planning for cycling, e.g. cycle parking provision in new developments 

 Help to cycle, e.g. support for cycle maintenance classes, promoting better bike 
security 

 Awareness raising, in particular the programme to reduce conflict between HGVs, 
cyclists and other road users, a very important safety issue and deterrent to less 
confident cyclists. 

 Improved infrastructure, e.g. implementing quiet ways and permitting cycling more 
widely across the borough. 

 
 
We would welcome clarification on the relationship between the borough and Transport for 
London (TfL).  As TfL is responsible for some key roads in the borough, what will happen if 
Wandsworth is encouraging cycling in a particular road or ward, and TfL actions appear to 
deter this?  Situations like this have a potentially significant impact on developing a cohesive 



network of cycle routes within the borough.  For example, earlier this year TfL removed the 
cycle lane between the Putney Leisure Centre and the junction between the High St & Upper 
Richmond Rd. as they thought the road for this stretch was now too narrow (although 
clearly earlier criteria had allowed it).  A cyclist contacted the Putney Society as he felt less 
safe now the white lines had gone. 
 
We would also welcome further clarification about whether the planning considerations in 
the strategy also include construction sites.  For example, does Wandsworth have plans to 
implement the GLA planning powers to restrict the routes the HGVs may use 
(https://www.london.gov.uk/media/mayor-press-releases/2015/09/safer-lorry-scheme-to-
go-further-as-ban-on-unsafe-hgvs-starts)? 
 
We agree that with very limited funding for cycling (approximately £2 per resident), it is vital 
that the funds are focused on those initiatives that offer the best value for money, and are 
most likely to increase cycling in the borough.  In general, investment in cycling 
infrastructure offers a high return on investment, and we support the council in making this 
one of their key areas for improvement.  This is particularly important for improving cycling 
uptake, as it offers less confident cyclists an alternative to busy roads, and protects all 
cyclists from HGV traffic.  Fortunately, improving cycling on residential roads can be done at 
relatively low cost. 
 
We would encourage the council to set a more rapid time frame for potential improvements 
to road infrastructure, and other initiatives in the strategy.  The current system of 
consultations is very slow, with some proposals taking several years to reach the 
consultation stage.  Also, this does not give local residents the opportunity to experience a 
scheme before making a judgment.  For example, for two-way cycling we understand that 
local residents will naturally have concerns about any changes to their street.  But, similar 
schemes in other London boroughs have been very successful, and have not resulted in any 
adverse outcomes for other road users, including pedestrians.  A programme of pilots, 
followed by consultation, would offer local people the opportunity to see whether these 
might have a similar beneficial effect locally.  If not, there is the scope to revert to the 
previous road layout. 
 
We are aware that the council is already under taking a pilot study of two-way cycling in 
Tooting and we would encourage you to consider a similar pilot in the streets in the 
immediate vicinity off Putney High Street.  Putney Society proposed this just over two years 
ago in August 2013 (original letter attached).  With the recent approval of 20 mph limits in 
Thamesfield Ward, and the introduction of the cycle hire scheme, this proposal offers an 
early ‘win’ for the new cycle strategy.  This proposal could be piloted in less than 12 months, 
and if successful and acceptable to local residents could be permanently implemented 
within two years. 
 
We would like to see targets directly related to cycling levels included in the strategy, rather 
than simply participation in council initiatives.  For example, the strategy could include 
targets for proportion of journeys to school by bicycle, as well as the current measures of 
children participating in cycle training. 
 
We also think that Wandsworth should be more ambitious and set itself challenging, but 
achievable targets of increasing cycling levels.  For example, the LIP target of cycling as 6% of 
modal share by 2018-2020 is too low. It is lower than the current cycling level in London’s 
‘top’ cycling borough (Hackney at 7%), and probably lower than the background rate of 
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change.  We would like to see Wandsworth targets closer to 10% modal share by 2018-2020.  
This is ambitious, but feasible, and well within levels already achieved in other cities and 
towns elsewhere in the UK. 
 
We saw that Defra is once again providing funding for local authority projects to improve air 
quality – an important issue for Putney High Street 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/air-quality-grant-programme).  Previous 
schemes have included projects to encourage cycling locally.  Will Wandsworth be applying 
for this funding to supplement its cycle strategy projects? 
 
Overall, we think that Wandsworth’s new draft cycle strategy demonstrates a positive 
intention to improve cycling in the borough. The measures of cycling propensity in the 
borough suggest that there is a good starting point for improvement, and hope that the 
council will set a clear and timely programme for action to tap into this potential.   
 
We in the Putney Society are committed to work with the Council and interested parties 
such as Wandsworth Living Streets to help see the strategy’s ambitions realised in practice.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Judith Chegwidden 
Chair, Putney Society 
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